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Overview

Please note:

• This video is supplementing this presentation.

• The video is available on the following website
(jeanmonnet.mci.edu) in two languages (DE and EN).

• A handout (‘legal citation’) summarizes the key examples 
of how to quote these legal documents.

• A second handout (‘Übersetzungen’) translates the 
most important terms from EN into DE.

• Please also note that most screenshots in this presentation are linked to the 
relevant website.

https://research.mci.edu/en/jean-monnet-chair/videos
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Videos & documents

URL: URL: https://www.mci4me.at/de/services/bibliothek/datenbanken

https://www.mci4me.at/en/services/library/data-bases
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Objectives

Students …
• … should be able to cite legal documents, …
• … know, where to find those documents and …
• … are aware of some important background information concerning those documents.

Picture credit: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chad's_Gap
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APA style | 7th edition 

American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.). 
https://doi.org/10.1037/0000165-000

1. Scholarly Writing and Publishing Principles
2. Paper Elements and Format
3. Journal Article Reporting Standards
4. Writing Style and Grammar
5. Bias-Free Language Guidelines
6. Mechanics of Style
7. Tables and Figures
8. Works Credited in the Text
9. Reference List
10. Reference Examples
11. Legal References
12. Publication Process

https://apastyle.apa.org/products/publication-manual-7th-edition
https://doi.org/10.1037/0000165-000
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APA style | Legal references (7th ed.)

https://apastyle.apa.org/products/publication-manual-7th-edition
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APA style | Legal references (7th ed.)

“legal style has notable differences form the APA Style 
references outlined in Chapter 10.” 

“For the sake of brevity, only United States and United 
Nations legal examples are provided in this chapter. 
For more information on preparing these and others 
kinds of legal references, consult The Bluebook: A 
Uniform System of Citation (Bluebook, 2015).”

(American Psychological Association, 2020, p. 355)

https://apastyle.apa.org/products/publication-manual-7th-edition
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… and now for something slightly different

“References to legal materials, however, 
which include court decisions, statutes, 
other legislative materials, and various 
secondary sources, are most useful to 
the reader it they provide the 
information in the [European] 
conventional format of legal citations.”

(American Psychological Association, 
2010, p. 216)

• APA is referring to the American “Bluebook”, which deals with the US 
legal system, but not with EU law.

• Therefore, this gap is filled by referring to EU / CJEU standards.

http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRU6tQdyYqQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bluebook
https://apastyle.apa.org/products/publication-manual-7th-edition
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APA style | Legal references (6th ed.)

“The main difference is that legal 
periodicals cite references in footnotes, 
whereas APA journals locate all references, 
including references to legal materials, in 
the reference list.” 

“References to legal materials, however, 
which include court decisions, statutes, 
other legislative materials, and various 
secondary sources, are most useful to the 
reader it they provide the information in 
the conventional format of legal 
citations.”

(American Psychological Association, 2010, 
p. 216)

http://www.apastyle.org/
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Guiding principle

© MCI-Schletterer

“Ensure that your legal references 
are accurate and contain all of the 
information necessary to enable the 
reader to locate the material being 
referenced.”

(American Psychological Association, 
2010, p. 216)

http://www.apastyle.org/
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Separation of powers

Legislature

(parliament)

Judiciary

(courts)

Executive

(administration)

Picture credit: http://www.rechtsfreund.at/begriff_rechtsfreund.htm

Picture credit: 
http://www.righiottavo.it/materialididattici/
Mozart/ragione.html

Montesquieu

Against arbitrariness (absolutism)

Limitation of power

Guaranteeing freedom 

Picture credit: http://www.wienbilder.at/category/ballhausplatz/

© Parlamentsdirektion/Mike Ranz

• When dealing with a legal situation, 
always try to think in terms of all 
three powers.

• Also this presentation is mainly 
(allocation of some documents 
could also be seen in a different 
way) structured according to this 
separation of powers.  
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Picture credit: http://mtnweekly.com/meet-hana-beaman-interview-58225

Documents covered

Judiciary
• CJEU judgments (Court of Justice [ECJ] and General court [GC])
• Opinions of the Advocate General
• Austrian High Courts

Legislative
• Commission Green and White Papers
• Commission MEMOs
• Commission press releases
• Commission proposals
• Directives and regulations (EU Secondary law)
• TEU and TFEU (EU Primary law)
• Austrian statutory laws (at both federal and regional level)
• Government bills etc.

Administrative / executive materials
• At EU level: EU Tertiary law
• At national level

N.B. The allocation of some documents could also be seen in a different way.
N.B. In order to keep this presentation as short as possible, not all possible types of documents are covered.
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Court decisions

Judiciary

(courts)
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Key website No 1 | https://eur-lex.europa.eu

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html
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Key website No 2 | https://curia.europa.eu

https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/j_6/en/
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo1_6308/fr/
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Court decisions | CJEU guidelines 

• Please not that these guidelines (http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/P_126035/en/)  have been slightly 
updated in 2016.

http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/P_126035/en/
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/P_126035/en/
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo1_6308/fr/
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Court decisions | A v. B | Curia

First footnote: Judgment of 15 June 2010, Commission v Spain, C-211/08, EU:C:2010:340, para. 52.

For the usual name of the case, you can use the one indicated on the CJEU’s webpage.

Subsequent footnotes: Judgment of 15 June 2010, Commission v Spain, C-211/08, EU:C:2010:340, para. 58.

Thus, the same as in first footnote.

Table of cases: Judgment of 15 June 2010, Commission v Spain, C-211/08, EU:C:2010:340

Thus, the same as in footnotes (of course not pointing to a specific paragraph).

• N.B. When referring to the ECLI, the part “ECLI” 
itself should not be mentioned according to the 
CJEU guidelines.

• Thus: “EU:C:2010:340” and not 
“ECLI:EU:C:2010:340 “.

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?pro=&lgrec=de&nat=or&oqp=&dates=&lg=&language=en&jur=C,T,F&cit=none%2CC%2CCJ%2CR%2C2008E%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2Ctrue%2Cfalse%2Cfalse&num=C-211%2F08&td=;ALL&pcs=Oor&avg=&page=1&mat=or&jge=&for=&cid=376273
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo1_6308/fr/
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Court decisions | A v. B

N.B. If you are using judgments of several different courts, for the sake of clarity, you can 

also indicate the court giving that decision at the beginning. 

First footnote: ECJ judgment of 15 June 2010, Commission v Spain, C-211/08, EU:C:2010:340, para. 52.

For the usual name of the case, you can use the one indicated on the CJEU’s webpage.

Subsequent footnotes: ECJ judgment of 15 June 2010, Commission v Spain, C-211/08, EU:C:2010:340, para. 58.

Thus, the same as in first footnote.

Table of cases: ECJ judgment of 15 June 2010, Commission v Spain, C-211/08, EU:C:2010:340

Thus, the same as in footnotes (of course not pointing to a specific paragraph).
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Court decisions | A v. B | EUR-Lex

• N.B. When referring to the ECLI, the part “ECLI” itself should not be mentioned
according to the CJEU guidelines.

• Thus: “EU:C:2010:340” and not “ECLI:EU:C:2010:340 “.

Judgment of 15 June 2010, Commission v Spain, C-211/08, EU:C:2010:340, para. 52.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:62008CJ0211&qid=1537779804864
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html
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Court decisions | only A

First footnote: Judgment of 28 July 2016, Verein für Konsumenteninformation, C-191/15, EU:C:2016:612, para. 2.

For the usual name of the case, you can use the one indicated on (top of) the CJEU’s webpage.

For example, in case of legal persons, you can always leave aside the company form (GmbH, Ltd. etc.).

Subsequent footnotes: Judgment of 28 July 2016, Verein für Konsumenteninformation, C-191/15, EU:C:2016:612, 

para. 3.

Thus, the same as in first footnote.

Table of cases: Judgment of 28 July 2016, Verein für Konsumenteninformation, C-191/15, EU:C:2016:612

Thus, the same as in footnotes (of course not pointing to a specific paragraph).

https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/j_6/en/
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo1_6308/fr/
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Court decisions | Advocate General

First footnote: Opinion of AG Saugmandsgaard Øe of 2 June 2016, Verein für Konsumenteninformation, C-191/15, 

EU:C:2016:388, para. 20.

Of course you don’t have to use the abbreviation and can also write “Advocate General” in full.

The Advocates general themselves refer to “point 20” instead of “para. 20”, either way is possible.

Subsequent footnotes: Opinion of AG Saugmandsgaard Øe of 2 June 2016, Verein für Konsumenteninformation, C-191/15, 

EU:C:2016:388, para. 23.

Thus, the same as in first footnote.

Table of cases: Opinion of AG Saugmandsgaard Øe of 2 June 2016, Verein für Konsumenteninformation, C-191/15, 

EU:C:2016:388

• An opinion of the Advocate General (AG) is usually 
more comprehensive than a ECJ judgment.

• Advocates General point out different possible 
solutions, and the ECJ then just opts for one.

• ECJ follows the AG in about 80-90% of all cases.

https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/j_6/en/
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo1_6308/fr/
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Court decisions | 3 = 1+1(+1)

CJEU

Try to be precise, when referring to the relevant 
judicial institution of the EU.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:2016:202:TOC
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Court decisions | CJEU

• “P“ stands for “pourvoi” (French term), thus indicating an appeal to the Court of Justice.
• “C” stands for “Cour” (French term), thus indicating a judgment of the Court of Justice.
• “T” stands for “Tribunal” (French term), thus indicating a judgment of the General Court.

Court of Justice

• Judgment of 17 October 2013, Council v Access Info Europe, C-280/11 P, EU:C:2013:671 

Advocate General

• Opinion of AG Cruz Villalón of 16 May 2013 in Council v Access Info Europe, C-280/11 P, EU:C:2013:325

General Court

• Judgment of 22 March 2011, Access Info Europe v Council, T-233/09, EU:T:2011:105
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Court of Justice

• Judgment of 17 October 2013, Council v Access Info Europe, C-280/11 P, EU:C:2013:671 

Advocate General

• Opinion of AG Cruz Villalón of 16 May 2013 in Council v Access Info Europe, C-280/11 P, EU:C:2013:325

General Court

• Judgment of 22 March 2011, Access Info Europe v Council, T-233/09, EU:T:2011:105

Court decisions | CJEU

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&jur=C,T,F&num=C-280/11%20P&td=ALL
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo1_6308/fr/
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Court decisions | be userfriendly

• Always make sure that the reader knows which court (respectively Advocate General) you are 

talking about.

• In case of several infringement proceedings against the same Member State it could be useful 

the differentiate:

• Judgment of 7 July 2005, Commission v Austria, C-147/03, EU:C:2005:427

• Judgment of 15 November 2005, Commission v Austria, C-320/03, EU:C:2005:684 

• Judgment of 7 July 2005, Commission v Austria (University access), C-147/03, EU:C:2005:427

• Judgment of 15 November 2005, Commission v Austria (Sectoral transit ban), C-320/03, 

EU:C:2005:684 
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Court decisions | Austrian High Courts

• OGH judgment of 14 December 2017, Amazon, 2 Ob 155/16g

• VfGH judgment of 12 October 2017, Fern- und Auswärtsgeschäfte-Gesetz, G 52/2016

• VwGH judgment of 11 September 2013, Transparenzgebot KSchG, 2012/04/0162

• The ECLI is not yet implemented for all Austrian courts and in addition very long, that is why it is recommended not to 

indicate it.

• The name of the case could also be indicated in English.

• The hyperlinks indicated here on this slide do not have to be indicated in your academic paper.

http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Judikatur/
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokument.wxe?Abfrage=Justiz&Gericht=&Rechtssatznummer=&Rechtssatz=&Fundstelle=&AenderungenSeit=Undefined&SucheNachRechtssatz=False&SucheNachText=True&GZ=2+Ob+155%2f16g&VonDatum=&BisDatum=20.02.2020&Norm=&ImRisSeitVonDatum=&ImRisSeitBisDatum=&ImRisSeit=Undefined&ResultPageSize=100&Suchworte=&Position=1&SkipToDocumentPage=true&ResultFunctionToken=cb69d2f3-1ec5-4379-b056-5e7e801b558d&Dokumentnummer=JJT_20171214_OGH0002_0020OB00155_16G0000_000
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokument.wxe?ResultFunctionToken=c930a33e-b67a-4e54-8788-d3967aeeb240&Position=1&SkipToDocumentPage=True&Abfrage=Vfgh&Entscheidungsart=Undefined&Sammlungsnummer=&Index=&SucheNachRechtssatz=True&SucheNachText=True&GZ=&VonDatum=&BisDatum=10.02.2020&Norm=&ImRisSeitVonDatum=&ImRisSeitBisDatum=&ImRisSeit=Undefined&ResultPageSize=100&Suchworte=2006%2f123&Dokumentnummer=JFT_20171012_16G00052_00
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokument.wxe?Abfrage=Vwgh&Entscheidungsart=Undefined&Sammlungsnummer=&Index=&AenderungenSeit=Undefined&SucheNachRechtssatz=False&SucheNachText=True&GZ=2012%2f04%2f0162&VonDatum=&BisDatum=20.02.2020&Norm=&ImRisSeitVonDatum=&ImRisSeitBisDatum=&ImRisSeit=Undefined&ResultPageSize=100&Suchworte=&Position=1&SkipToDocumentPage=true&ResultFunctionToken=03e09d9f-95b3-4ddf-9a2a-56d43d899182&Dokumentnummer=JWT_2012040162_20130911X00
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Legislature

Legislature

(parliament)

https://ec.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en
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European Commission (EC) | green papers

Commission Green paper Damages actions for breach of the EC antitrust rules, 

COM(2005) 672 final of 19 December 2005.

• “Green Papers are documents published by 
the European Commission to stimulate 
discussion on given topics at European level. 

• They invite the relevant parties (bodies or 
individuals) to participate in a consultation 
process and debate on the basis of the 
proposals they put forward. 

• Green Papers may give rise to legislative 
developments that are then outlined in White
Papers.” (Link)

If you prefer, you can 
also indicate dates in 
the APA style 
(December 19, 2005).

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2005:0672:FIN:EN:PDF
http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/glossary/green_paper_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/
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EC | white papers

Commission White paper on Artificial Intelligence. A European approach to 

excellence and trust, COM(2020) 65 final of 19 February 2020.

If you prefer, you can 
also indicate dates in 
the APA style 
(December 19, 2005).

• “Green Papers may give rise to legislative 
developments that are then outlined in 
White Papers.” (Link)

https://ec.europa.eu/
http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/glossary/green_paper_en.htm
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EC | excursus: press releases and memos

Memo:

European Commission, September infringements package: 

main decisions, MEMO/14/537 of 25 September 2014.

Press release:

European Commission, Austria and Belgium given more time to 

justify quotas, IP/12/1388 of 18 December 2012.

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-537_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-1388_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/
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EC | legislative proposals

Commission Proposal for a for a Council Regulation (EC) on coordination of 

social security systems, COM(1998) 779 final of 21 December 1998.

https://ec.europa.eu/
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EC | legislative proposals | EEA relevance

Commission Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council 

on certain rules governing actions for damages under national law for infringements of 

the competition law provisions of the Member States and of the European Union, 

COM(2013) 404 final of 11 June 2013.

• “EEA Relevance”: see below.
• SWD = related / additional documents 

(Commission Staff Working Document);
• See Link

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0404:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/content/help/faq/intro.html?locale=en
https://ec.europa.eu/
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Excursus: case study “private enforcement”

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

C
J
E

U
 c

a
s

e
-l

a
w

E
U
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e

g
is

la
ti

o
n

2013 2014

ECJ 20.9.2001, Case 
Courage/Crehan

Case Courage/Crehan
26 The full effectiveness of [Art. 101 TFEU] and, in particular, the practical 

effect of the prohibition laid down in [para. 1 leg. cit.] would be put at risk if it 

were not open to any [!] individual to claim damages for loss caused to him 

by a contract or by conduct liable to restrict or distort competition.

ECJ 6.11.2012, Case 
Otis

Regulation 1/2003

ECJ 13.7.2006, Case 
Manfredi

ECJ 14.6.2001, Case 
Pfleiderer

ECJ 6.6.2013, Case 
Donau Chemie

ECJ 5.6.2014, 
Case Kone

2015

ECJ 18.1.2007, Case 
City Motors

ProposalGreen paper White paper Directive

http://europa.eu/lisbon_treaty/full_text/index_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:61999CJ0453:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:61999CJ0453:EN:HTML
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=129323&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=646884
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2003:001:0001:0025:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:62004CJ0295:EN:PDF
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/celex.jsf?celex=62009CJ0360&lang1=de&type=NOT&ancre=+
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/celex.jsf?celex=62011CJ0536&lang1=de&type=NOT&ancre=
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&jur=C,T,F&num=C-557/12&td=ALL
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:62005CJ0421:EN:HTML
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=147064&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=636976
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2005:0672:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0165:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014L0104
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EU legislation | adopted EU directives

Type of legal act

Number

Date of adoption of legal act

Date of publication

Official gazetteNumber / page of publication

Language version (24 official languages)

Title of legal act

“Authors”

Recitals of 

preamble

Legal basis in Primary law
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EU legislation | adopted EU regulations

• This information is not constitutive; so it could be the case that this Regulation has not been incorporated in the EEA
Agreement, or, that it has been incorporated, but no information was indicated in the OJ (at the time of publication).

• Example (SE Regulation): Link

To be checked in the same way as amendments 

(see below)!

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22002D0093&from=EN
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EU legislation | how to refer to Secondary EU law

Text:

According to both Art. 2 para. 2 lit. f and 22nd recital, health is excluded from the scope of the 

Services Directive1, … 

According to both Art. 2 para. 2 lit. f and 22nd recital, health is excluded from the scope of 

Directive 2006/123/EC1, … 

Only (!) first footnote: (i.e. you don’t have to mention it in subsequent footnotes)

1 Directive 2006/123/EC on services in the internal market, OJ 2006 

L 376, p. 36. 

Reference list:

Directive 2006/123/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2006 on 

services in the internal market, OJ 2006 L 376, p. 36. 

or

Indicate the same information (or even more) in the 
reference list.
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EU legislation | indicating latest amendments

Being up-to-date:

Council Directive 85/374/EEC of 25 July 1985 on the approximation of the laws, regulations and 

administrative provisions of the Member States concerning liability for defective products, OJ 

1985 L 210, p. 29, as amended by OJ 1999 L 141, p. 20.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31985L0374&qid=1537781754244
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html
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New way of referring to the OJ, applicable for new documents, 
published since 1st October 2023: (EN)

OJ L, 2023/XXX, 1.10.2023, ELI: [link]

OJ C, C/2023/XXX, 1.10.2023, ELI: [link]

Regulation (EU) 2023/2131 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 October 2023 amending Regulation (EU) 
2018/1727 of the European Parliament and of the Council and Council Decision 2005/671/JHA, as regards digital information 
exchange in terrorism cases, OJ L, 2023/2131, 11.10.2023, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/2131/oj

Decision of the European Ombudsman adopting implementing provisions, OJ C, C/2023/161, 10.10.2023, ELI: 
http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/161/oj

EU legislation | new Official Journal (OJ)

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/2131/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/161/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html
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New way of referring to the OJ, applicable for new documents, 
published since 1st October 2023: (DE)

ABl. L, 2023/XXX, 1.10.2023, ELI: [Link]

ABl. C, C/2023/XXX, 1.10.2023, ELI: [Link]

Verordnung (EU) 2023/2131 des Europäischen Parlaments und des Rates vom 4. Oktober 2023 zur Änderung der Verordnung (EU) 
2018/1727 des Europäischen Parlaments und des Rates sowie des Beschlusses 2005/671/JI des Rates im Hinblick auf digitalen 
Informationsaustausch in Terrorismusfällen, ABl. L, 2023/2131, 11.10.2023, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/2131/oj

Beschluss des Europäischen Bürgerbeauftragten zur Annahme von Durchführungsbestimmungen, ABl. C, C/2023/161, 10.10.2023, 
ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/161/oj

EU legislation | new Official Journal (OJ)

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/2131/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/161/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html


MCI | THE ENTREPRENEURIAL SCHOOL® 6020 Innsbruck  / Austria jeanmonnet.mci.edu 

Universitätsstraße 15 markus.frischhut@mci.edu 40

EU legislation | further information

Further information:

The 1st, 4th, 13th, and 18th recitals in the preamble to Directive 85/374 state …

Article 1 of Directive 85/374 provides that “[t]he producer shall be liable for damage caused by 

a defect in his product”.

… without prejudice to the second subparagraph of Article 21(2)

… in accordance with Article 1(1)(b) = gemäß Artikel 1 Absatz 1 Buchstabe b)

Pursuant to the second sentence of Article 61(1) of the Statute of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union
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EU legislation | how to refer to Primary EU law

Text:

According to Art. 56 TFEU “restrictions on freedom to provide services within the Union shall be prohibited“.

Only (!) first footnote (i.e. you don’t have to mention it in subsequent footnotes) / reference list: 

Consolidated version of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, OJ 2016 C 202, p. 47, as corrected by OJ 

2017 C 59, p. 1 and OJ 2017 C 400, p. 1. 

Consolidated version of the Treaty on European Union, OJ 2016 C 202, p. 13, as corrected by OJ 2017 C 59, p. 1 and 

OJ 2017 C 400, p. 1.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:2016:202:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html
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EU legislation | earlier Treaty versions

Further information:

Article 130t of the EC Treaty (subsequently, after amendment, Article 176 EC)

… the second sentence of Article 30 EC (now the second sentence of Article 36 TFEU)

… according to Article 36 TFEU (ex-Article 30 EC) the free movement of goods …

Regulation No 1408/71 was adopted pursuant to Article 51 of the EEC Treaty (later Article 51 of 

the EC Treaty, subsequently, after amendment, Article 42 EC, now Article 48 TFEU). 

• For example, in case of an older judgment referring to an outdated Treaty article (which has been 
amended and renumbered in the meantime), you should refer to the new numbering.

• However, it could also be the case that you inform the reader about the earlier version. Of course, 
this might only be necessary under exceptional circumstances (historical comparison etc.).
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EU legislation | legislative procedure

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

E
U

 l
e

g
is

la
ti

o
n 2013 2014 2015

ProposalGreen paper White paper

Information available in
• EUR-Lex 
• (Former Prelex

integrated into 
the EUR-Lex)

• OEIL (run by the EP)

Directive

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=147064&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=636976
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2005:0672:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0165:FIN:EN:PDF
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/home/home.do
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014L0104
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/search.html?DTN=0404&DTA=2013&qid=1537782179923&DB_TYPE_OF_ACT=comJoin&CASE_LAW_SUMMARY=false&DTS_DOM=ALL&excConsLeg=true&typeOfActStatus=COM_JOIN&type=advanced&SUBDOM_INIT=ALL_ALL&DTS_SUBDOM=ALL_ALL
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html


MCI | THE ENTREPRENEURIAL SCHOOL® 6020 Innsbruck  / Austria jeanmonnet.mci.edu 

Universitätsstraße 15 markus.frischhut@mci.edu 44

EU legislation | legislative procedure

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/HIS/?uri=CELEX:52013PC0404
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html
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National level | Austrian legislation | overview

N.B. Simplified illustration.
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Austrian legislation | vertical perspective

The Austrian Federal 
Constitutional Law 
(Art. 10 ff.) indicates, 
if the Federal or the 
Regional level is 
competent for a 
certain issue.
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Austrian legislation | relevant information

Official gazette, number 

and year of publication

Type of legal act
Title of legal act

Date of adoption

Date of entry into force 

IA: „Initiative motion“ -> „Initiativantrag“ (Link) 

https://www.oesterreich.gv.at/lexicon/I/Seite.991095.html
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Austrian legislation | indicating latest amendment

Last amendment (to be indicated)

BGBl. I 109/2022
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Austrian legislation | how to refer to federal laws

Text:

According to § 3 of the Austrian Federal Act Governing Provisions to Protect Consumers 

(Konsumentenschutzgesetz, “the KSchG”)1 …

According to § 3 Konsumentenschutzgesetz of 19791 …

According to § 3 Konsumentenschutzgesetz (1979)1 …

Only (!) first footnote:
1 Austrian Federal Act Governing Provisions to Protect Consumers, BGBl. 140/1979, as 

amended by BGBl. I 109/2022.

Reference list:

Austrian Federal Act Governing Provisions to Protect Consumers (Konsumentenschutzgesetz, 

“the KSchG”), BGBl. 140/1979, as amended by BGBl. I 109/2022.

Three possibilities of mentioning a 
national law in the text. Use the one 
that makes most sense in this context.

As RIS provides for a translation, you can use the English title. In the 
reference list you can also mention the original German title.
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Austrian legislation | how to refer to regional laws

Text:

According to the Law on air pollution (Immissionsschutzgesetz-Luft, “the IG-L”)1

Only (!) first footnote:
1 Law on air pollution, BGBl. I 115/1997.

Reference list:

Tyrolean law on air pollution (Immissionsschutzgesetz-Luft, “the IG-L”), BGBl. I 115/1997.
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Austrian legislation | EN language versions

N.B. By far not all Austrian laws have been translated into English. Always check if this translation corresponds to 
the most up-to-date German language version, as this often might not be the case!

http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/defaultEn.aspx


MCI | THE ENTREPRENEURIAL SCHOOL® 6020 Innsbruck  / Austria jeanmonnet.mci.edu 

Universitätsstraße 15 markus.frischhut@mci.edu 52

Austrian legislation | Austrian “Bundesgesetzblatt”

Type of legal act

“Author”

Title of legal act

Official gazette

Part of official gazette

(see Link)

Year of publication

Number of 

publication

http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/UI/Help.aspx?Abfrage=BgblAuth&Field=Teil1Field
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Austrian legislation | further information

Further information:

Bundesgesetzblatt (Austrian Federal Law Gazette, referred to from here on as BGBl.)

N.B.: Landesgesetzblatt für Tirol = State Law Gazette of Tyrol
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Austrian legislative materials | case study

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Proposal

2.7.2008
Directive

9.3.2011

Transposition

25.10.2013 

Government bill (Regierungsvorlage): ErläutRV 33 BlgNR. 25. GP

Draft bill (Begutachtungsentwurf): ME EU-PMG, BMG-90000/0109-II/A/2013 25. GP

Draft bill (Begutachtungsentwurf): ME EU-PMG, 540/ME 25. GP (Link)

ME
4.7.2013

Deadline for 
statements 
19.8.2013

RV 
24.2.2014

NR
26.3.2014

BR 
(no objection) 

10.4.2014
Publication 
24.4.2014

Tyrolean law 
2.7.2014

Consult. Tirol 
25.4.2014

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0414:FIN:EN:PDF
http://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXIV/ME/ME_00540/fname_314263.pdf
http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokument.wxe?Abfrage=Gesamtabfrage&Dokumentnummer=BEGUT_COO_2026_100_2_889136&ResultFunctionToken=b6c6983f-f501-418c-997d-5cca2ac9606d&Position=1&SearchInAsylGH=True&SearchInBegut=True&SearchInBgblAlt=True&SearchInBgblAuth=True&SearchInBgblPdf=True&SearchInBks=True&SearchInBundesnormen=True&SearchInDok=True&SearchInDsk=True&SearchInEbm=True&SearchInEbmj=True&SearchInGemeinderecht=True&SearchInJustiz=True&SearchInBvwg=True&SearchInLvwg=True&SearchInLgbl=True&SearchInLgblAuth=True&SearchInLrBgld=True&SearchInLrK=True&SearchInLrNo=True&SearchInLrOO=True&SearchInLrSbg=True&SearchInLrStmk=True&SearchInLrT=True&SearchInLrVbg=True&SearchInLrW=True&SearchInNormenliste=True&SearchInPvak=True&SearchInRegV=True&SearchInUbas=True&SearchInUmse=True&SearchInUvs=True&SearchInVerg=True&SearchInVfgh=True&SearchInVwgh=True&ImRisSeit=Undefined&ResultPageSize=100&Suchworte=2011/24/EUhttp://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:61999CJ0453:EN:PDF
http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Begut/BEGUT_COO_2026_100_2_889136/COO_2026_100_2_891287.pdfhttp:/eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:61999CJ0453:EN:PDF
http://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXV/I/I_00033/index.shtmlhttp:/eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:61999CJ0453:EN:PDF
http://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXV/BNR/BNR_00022/fname_343986.pdf
http://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXV/BNR/BNR_00022/fname_346000.pdf
http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2014_I_32/BGBLA_2014_I_32.pdf
http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokument.wxe?Abfrage=LgblAuth&Dokumentnummer=LGBLA_TI_20140818_104
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Austrian legisl. materials | government bills etc.

Committee reports (Ausschussberichte): AB 823 BlgNR. 22. GP 6

Government bills (Regierungsvorlagen): ErläutRV 2356 BlgNR. 24. GP, p. 11

Draft bills (Begutachtungsentwürfe): ME FamRÄG 2008, 198/ME 23. GP

• The Government bill will express the “Legislative’s opinion” in the most frequent case that not the Parliament itself, 
but the Government (executing those laws) makes a proposal for amendment to a certain law. (N.B. Of course 
Parliament has to vote on this  law.) This document has to be adopted by the whole (!) Government (see also Link).

• A draft bill is drafted by the competent Ministry (see also Link). 

https://www.help.gv.at/Portal.Node/hlpd/public/content/99/Seite.991308.html
https://www.help.gv.at/Portal.Node/hlpd/public/content/99/Seite.991307.html
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Only (!) first footnote / reference list: 

Government bills (Regierungsvorlagen): ErläutRV 2356 BlgNR. 24. GP, p. 11

Austrian legisl. materials | government bills etc.

http://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXIV/I/I_02356/imfname_304987.pdf
http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokument.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Dokumentnummer=NOR11001742&ResultFunctionToken=b185f2d2-20f4-4705-a6b7-c3468536f42c&Position=1&Kundmachungsorgan=&Index=&Titel=gmbhg&Gesetzesnummer=&VonArtikel=&BisArtikel=&VonParagraf=&BisParagraf=&VonAnlage=&BisAnlage=&Typ=&Kundmachungsnummer=&Unterzeichnungsdatum=&FassungVom=01.03.2014&NormabschnittnummerKombination=Und&ImRisSeit=Undefined&ResultPageSize=100&Suchworte=
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Executive

Executive

(administration)

As mentioned above, the allocation of some documents (according to this 
separation of powers) could also be seen in a different way.  
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Implementation by Commission

Being up-to-date

Implementation 

by Member 

States

Administrative and executive materials: EU

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32011L0024&qid=1537792295713
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html
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Examples:

Directive 2011/24/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March, 2011 on the 

application of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare, OJ 2011 L 88, p. 45, as amended by OJ 

2021 L 458, p. 1.

Commission Implementing Directive 2012/52/EU of 20 December 2012 laying down measures 

to facilitate the recognition of medical prescriptions issued in another Member State, 

OJ 2012 L 356, p. 68.

Administrative and executive materials: EU

Implementation by Commission

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32011L0024&qid=1537792295713
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Administrative and executive materials: EU

Hierarchy of norms:

Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, OJ 2016 C 202, p. 47 (consolidated version). 

Treaty on European Union, OJ 2016 C 202, p. 13 (consolidated version).
N.B. Corrigenda as indicated supra.

Directive 2011/24/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March, 2011 on the 

application of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare, OJ 2011 L 88, p. 45, as amended by OJ 

2021 L 458, p. 1.

Commission Implementing Directive 2012/52/EU of 20 December 2012 laying down measures 

to facilitate the recognition of medical prescriptions issued in another Member State, 

OJ 2012 L 356, p. 68.

Primary EU law

Secondary EU law

“Tertiary” EU law
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Excursus: inter-institutional register

• Press release (13 Dec 2017): http://bit.ly/2C4HE8C
• Register: https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/#/home
• Tweet: https://twitter.com/MaFrischhut/status/941254265904906240

“Tertiary” EU law

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/#/home
https://t.co/knGSQDaMC8
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/#/home
https://twitter.com/MaFrischhut/status/941254265904906240


MCI | THE ENTREPRENEURIAL SCHOOL® 6020 Innsbruck  / Austria jeanmonnet.mci.edu 

Universitätsstraße 15 markus.frischhut@mci.edu 62

Administrative and executive materials

Text:

The Landeshauptmann (First Minister) of the Province of Tyrol on May, 18 2016, on the basis of 

the IG L, adopted a regulation prohibiting the carrying of certain goods on the A 12 motorway in 

the Inn valley (sectoral traffic prohibition).1

Only (!) first footnote:
1 Verordnung des Landeshauptmannes vom 18. Mai 2016, mit der auf einem Abschnitt der A 12 

Inntal Autobahn der Transport bestimmter Güter im Fernverkehr verboten wird (Sektorales 

Fahrverbot-Verordnung), LGBl. 44/2016, as amended by LGBl. 81/2019.

Reference list:

Verordnung des Landeshauptmannes vom 18. Mai 2016, mit der auf einem Abschnitt der A 12 

Inntal Autobahn der Transport bestimmter Güter im Fernverkehr verboten wird (Sektorales 

Fahrverbot-Verordnung); Regulation prohibiting the carrying of certain goods on the A 12 

motorway in the Inn valley, LGBl. 44/2016, as amended by LGBl. 81/2019.

In this case, RIS does not provide for a translation. Therefore, you can use the German title. In the reference 
list you can also mention the translated English title.
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Use footnotes

Try to be as precise as possible 

(indicate pages for both direct and 

indirect citations).

Reference list

• Literature (Books, journal articles etc.)

• Legal acts etc.

• Court cases etc.

Principle of uniformity

Legal provisions (EU Primary

and Secondary law, national law) 

are only referenced once, 

i.e. in the first footnote 

that refers to the relevant 

statutory provision

Last words

© MCI-Schletterer

“Ensure that your legal references are 
accurate and contain all of the 
information necessary to enable the 
reader to locate the material being 
referenced.”

(American Psychological Association, 
2010, p. 216)
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Last words

Legal provisions (EU Primary

and Secondary law, national law) 

are only referenced once, 

i.e. in the first footnote 

that refers to the relevant 

statutory provision

The following documents are only (!) mentioned in the first footnote, not (!)  in the 

following ones.

• EU Primary law: TEU, TFEU, CFR

• EU Secondary law: e.g. Services Directive

• National (federal and regional) statutory law: e.g. KSchG

• National administrative and executive materials
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If a document (Court decision, Legal act, etc.) can be retrieved from a database based on 

sufficient indication of information (normally type of document, year, number), then there is 

no need to indicate a URL.

Last words

© MCI-Schletterer

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html
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Thank you for your attention!
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